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who say it will put an unnecessary burden on students. At a hearing Wednesday at the Capitol,
lawmakers from both parties told legislative leaders to consider revising the controversial measure
or at least delay the requirement while the state finishes an audit of the system’s financial stability.
State Rep. Jim Doyle, a Democrat from Calumet City and a senior member of the House's budget
committee, said he was working on language to allow students to avoid the cost increase while a
legislative study of the program continues. State Sen. Kirk Watson, a Democrat from Austin, said he
remains "strongly opposed" to the system. He said "it would be too great an economic burden on
students and families across Texas.” “I have heard no evidence that raising tuition is the best way to
increase enrollment,” Watson said. “In fact, every credible study on the subject shows that making
college more affordable is the best way to increase enrollment.” The impact on students could vary
dramatically depending on their eligibility, the kind of college they are attending and the personal
income they have available, said Will Travis, president of the University of Texas System. Also, if the
initiative is passed, more students wouldn’t be eligible for financial aid and would have to pay higher
prices, said J. Jeffery Goodson, vice president of academic affairs for the system. The state’s higher
education system is facing a projected $7 billion budget shortfall over the next two years and has
already raised tuition twice in the last two years as part of a plan that also included reductions in
state funding. The new measure is part of the 2013 Higher Education Management Act, which allows
the state to withhold some of a student’s financial aid to help balance the budget. Under the law, the
first $1,000 a student spends on a program must be paid by the student, with the rest coming from
the state. That would increase tuition by $21 a credit hour for nearly 500,000 students in the system,
or roughly $550 in a typical four-year program. Most students receive additional money from
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