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a lot of good things can be said about the
new 4k restoration of the 1979 film, which
is definitely one of the best presentations
in years. it may be a bit darker and grittier
than the '07 release, which still looks great,

but the visual presentation is flawless. in
fact, it looks considerably cleaner and

better-focused than the '04 dvd. colors look
more vibrant and vibrant, and it has never

looked better. however, there are a few
moments where the texture on objects

gets a bit jagged and grainy as the
transitions get a bit darker and more

intense, but it's an extremely minor issue.
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the cinematography is still excellent, and
there is some of the added detail we've

been seeing in the early '00s releases, but
its not quite as sharp as the '07 or '14

remasters. character detail is great and the
lighting and shadows are always sharp and

present, particularly during the action
sequences. there is some occasional mild

aliasing which can appear as long as you're
not looking for it, but it's certainly not the
first thing that pops up. the 4k restoration
gives 'alien' the look and feel of a blu-ray
release, and it looks stunning. the only
thing that's missing is the great wide

screen filmic scope that has been delivered
through better-focused, larger-scale, less
vignetted shots. (technical rating: 4.5/5)

one of the all-time greats, the 1979 alienis
the one that started it all, and it's still one
of the best horror movies of all time. this
4k restoration is one of the best looking,

most faithful transfers of the film in years,
without a doubt the best on blu-ray. the
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visual presentation is just as stunning as
before, and in fact looks better than the '07

release. and it's not just a deeper color
palette that's behind this. the blacks are

deeper, better-focused and more
completely black than ever before, and it is

a very satisfying experience. scott has
delivered a truly remarkable visual

presentation here, and it's easily the best
remaster of the film on any platform. from

the very first moments of the film when
you see the nostromo moving across the

screen, it looks and sounds great. some of
the most gorgeous, big-screen images ever

created for a home video experience are
here. the depth of field is amazing, and a

new dynamic range allows the darkest
parts of the film to stay completely black.
distinctly superior to the previous dvd and
also a slight step up from the '14 remaster,
the new blu-ray of 'alien' is the definitive

presentation of ridley scott's masterpiece.
(video rating: 4.5/5)
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as wonderful as the original alien was, and
even though the idea of having ripley clone
herself is an interesting one, that's not the
direction the series was going. it was much

more of an evolution and evolution. but
that doesn't mean they should have tried

to go all the way to a faithful reboot.
instead, why not go for a more

experimental and visceral approach? we
could have had a movie like resurrection,
where they add more human elements to

the original while still maintaining the
darker atmosphere of the series. it would

have been a far more interesting
experience and one that actually works as
a sequel. and then, of course, there's alien
3. it's not perfect. while i do like the third
movie in the series, there are moments

that just don't make sense. the events that
lead up to ripley's death, for instance, are

incredibly contrived, and it's hard to accept
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that all of the crewmembers are acting in
such a way. more than that, this is

probably the most "hollywood" of the alien
movies, which is really saying something,
considering it's the most popular. it's even
more so when you consider the character

of hicks, played by lance henriksen. he's an
arrogant, stupid, violent, unprofessional
jerk who's the first casualty in the film.

then, when the movie ends, he's somehow
still alive and well. the film's ending just

doesn't make sense in a series where some
of the characters are so important and yet,
when it comes time to pay them off, they
all seem to disappear or get forgotten. if
you're going to make a studio movie, you
might as well just make it as the studio

wants. this is especially apparent when you
consider that ripley, one of the main

characters, is essentially killed off. (movie
rating: 3.5/5) 5ec8ef588b
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