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Jungle Jim #1 - Ashes and Bones Cogburn's long wait for justice began when James Bowie's
granddaughter was kidnapped and her torturer was never found. Dangling from a six-inch wooden
peg driven into the hard pith of a tree at least two hundred yards into the wilderness, the man's body
was one of the macabre decorations to be seen in the Wharton district--a warning to other cowboys
who might be tempted to fraternize with the law in Raton. The dying man's long hair was tangled
about his neck and his eyes were open, staring blankly. It was the first time in his life that the ex-
valet had ever seen a man who was hanged. Feeling sorry for the dying man, Jeb looked about him
and finally spotted a boot laid carelessly at his foot. Taking advantage of the dying man's momentary
loss of interest, Jeb scooped up the boot and carefully pocketed it in his coat. With the boot under his
arm, he advanced on the body. For an instant, the movement of the dying man's arms seemed to
prick his curiosity. Looking about him, he saw that there was nothing else to distract his attention.
Turning to the body, he recognized the boot to be a "cowboy" one. The thickness of the sole
indicated it had been used heavily, and Jeb recognized the design on it as the trademark of the
Western Cattlemen's Association. Jeb stood there, for a moment, wondering whether the association
meant anything to the life of this man. Then again, there was probably no connection, in this
instance. But this was the second time in two days that he had come upon a dead man seemingly in
the act of leaving his work. He looked at the body more closely. The man must have died within the
last hour. The lividity of the body and the relatively short time it had been hanging indicated that
death was but a matter of hours, or a few, at the most. The first indication that there was anything
odd about the death occurred when Jeb opened the man's coat and saw that the shirt was half ripped
out and that a bullet had entered one side of the chest and passed through. However, as he looked at
the skull of the hanged man it occurred to him that he was now looking at a dead man with a bullet
hole in the head. Where the bullet had entered was difficult to determine. Of course, there could be
some lateral
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